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1908 ween Mr. Morley said of Asquith's appointment as Prime Minister
ge that there could be no thought of anything else, he expressed the
universal opinion in the Liberal Party and in the country. Asquith
never strove for any prize; his prizes fell to him by general consent,
and for the highest as for all others he was without rivals or com-
petitors, From the time that Campbell-Bannerman seemed likely
to pass from the scene, no other name was mentioned or dreamt of.
But though his inevitableness was thus recognised, there were
misgivings which were by no means confined to the jealous or the
hostile. In the previous two years Campbell-Bannerman had had
a great and unexpected parliamentary success, and not a few
believed that he alone held the secret of preserving the unity of the
vast and unwieldy party with its diverse sections and shades of
opinions which supported the Government in the House of Commons.
Even before Campbell-Bannerman's departure the pendulum had
begun to swing back in the country, and Asquith, with his colder
temperament and more academic ways, was thought to be the last
man to check it or give it the reverse impulse. There was also some
murmuring among the radicals at what they thought to be the
change in the balance of the Government. With Campbell-Banner-
man on top, they had taken for granted that the tendencies which
they most disliked in Foreign and Imperial affairs would be held
in, check, but with Asquith as Prime Minister, Grey as Foreign
Secretary, and Haldane at the War Office, the Liberal Imperialists
seemed to have come into their Kingdom, and a revival
of the old disputes about foreign policy was gloomily pre-
dicted. In April 1908 many were heard to sympathise with the

